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5 whoſe k . and certain tendency i is 
8 chough they are ub 


ten covered over with ſpeciou 
and Pretences. Thus Mankind de- 


ceive them ſelves, and one another; 3 


and the loſs of a ge [ Conſtig 
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For theſe melancholy Reaſons, the 
Author hoped he ſhould do a real Ser- 
veiee to the Souls of Men, if be could 


9 contribute any ching to the removin ng ; 
an Evil, which. is not confined to one 
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Part of the Kingdom. 3 3 
85 The F aſk. indeed was, — unpro- 
? - to combat with violent Preju- 
dices; and with ſuch Cuſtoms, as are 
grown familiar to us „ and rec 0 ire 
Countenange from Numbers. 1 
n 8 8 W 
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But here I cannot help obſerving; 
that our Nation, bleſſed be God, is 

from being a 1 to the __ # 
pil of the: Goſpel. 
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ad nothing; more 
ffer, their conſtantly receiving 
with. phe Arms, every perſecuted. 
Member of Chr; ft who —_—_— Nicher 
for Refuge. 0 cle ANA 80 
Though * this inks are mob 
wanting other ſufficient Proofs, either 
of a truly hoſpitable, or more thatthoſ- 
pitable Spirit prevailing” amongſt us, 
Such are thoſe” Public Infirmaries, 
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the Care of thoſe two excellent Ho- 
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dom; fo they may give us ſome com- 


fortable Hopes, unleſs our Sins call 
too loud for Pu niſhmenit, that God 
Almighty will not forget to be gracious 


to us; and that he will never /hus 


up his loving Ki OO a  Diſpka- 
fare. 
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commands the Practice of a Duty, 


Since it is not only often. "enfarced upon 
Chriſtians * in general, but it is alſo made 
one diſtinguiſhing Character of the of Raw 
and Miniſters of, Chrift : Inſtructions being 
particularly given concerning them, by the 
Holy Spirit, that they ſhould be Lovers ＋ 
Hoſpitality b. 

But then the great Danger is, leſt we 
miſtake that for a Chriſtian Duty, which 
is a direct Violation of the Golpel of 
Chris. 


« Hen, xiii. 2 I per. iv. 9. compared wich EY 
Mar. xxv. 35. i 
* TI. ili. 2. Tir. i. 8. It is the fame Word n 
both Places; tho E rendered. 55 
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For one Exceſs and Dy, Revel- 
lings and Profuſeneſs, Rioting and Drunken- 
neſs, may ſometimes have been honoured 
with that venerable Name; yet they are as 
far removed from the Hoſpitality of the 
Goſpel, as the breaking of its Divine Pre- 
cepts can be from the keeping of them. 
Inaſmuch as what is there commanded, is 
the entertaining and relieving the poor Diſ- . 
ciples of Jeſus Cbriſt; who were often 


in a State of Exile and Perſecution, for his 


Sake. This is the Hoſpitality, which the 
| Apoſtle enjoins ins Chriſtians, in the Text, to 


purſue, or follow after: For ſo the Ori- 
ginal might more re exact have been tranſ. 


| lated* 


But now, what Neelie is there het 


teen this divine 5 | and what the 
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T3, . Hanse. Theophylaft, tho? he lived | not 
in the purgſt Ages of the Church, yet comments upon 
this Paſſage, like a true primitive Chriſtian. He ſuppoſes 
we are here directed, not to wait,. till Objects offer them- 
ſelves to us; but even to purſue and run after them. . His 
Words are, — wv ucts un n TY; dropuirys grove 
rede vs bh, a ine v ins, s xallad axe ard, 5 
%% 6 Apeacy, we & Ar. : 
And notwithſtanding this may ſeem a very hard Saying 
to many; yet undoubtedly there have been ſome, who 
knew how to practiſe it. Otherwiſe the great Roman 
Later N too * an Encomium of * fellow Chri- 
i . ſtians, 
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| World has for many Years, | froquently calle : 


by the Name of Hoſpitality? 
_ = difference may eaſily be diſcerned by 
any. Perſon, who has i the free Uſe of 
his Underſtanding, The one fignifies, in 
the Language of the ſacred Oracles, the af- 


fording of Help and Succour, according to 
the Conſtruction of Chriſte, even to Chriſt 


_ himſelf; - by Miniſtring to the Neceſſities of 
- his poor Members, who were Sufferers for 


his Name and Religion. Whereas the other : 


has been too often a downright Affront and 
Indignity offered to him; as proving a 
very fatal Occaſion of violating his divine 
Goſpel. 

In diſcourfing farther on the Words of the 
. we ſhall Ine, 


Sans, whim he tha) $i Ns 3 mats; wn” 
nus. Minutius Felix in Octavio. But indeed all Anti- 


quity will atteſt the ſame. As for thoſe who are above 
regarding ſuch kind of Examples or Authorities, they 
may find enough amongſt the ancient Heathens to ſhame 
an inhoſpitable Chriſtian, to the laſt Degree. — See Ho. 


ners Iliad, B. vi. 1 12. The Oayſſ. B. vi. 1 206. B. xy. 
1 56. See alſo: the Medea of Euripides, y 720. his 


Alcefle, 1 557. and Eledtra, y 785. and, to mention 
no more, the fragments of Callimachus, p. 1 WR 
dr. Mar. 7 . 2 | 
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* Pirf, Whether the Goſpel permits any 
to be entertained by us, Except 1 the Dif- 
treſſed and Miſerable. 
II. Secondly, After what manner our Libs: 
'' ralities muſt be exerciſed, if we fincere. 
ly defire to behave, as becomes real 
Chbriſtians. And, 
III. Laſily, We ſhall cadowvonr due! r to. 
| PH the Whole. „ 


But * we are to enquire, "bathe the 
Goſpel permits any to be entertained by us, 


except the Diſtreſſed and Miſerable. . 


They who will attend only to the Sound 


of Words, may be apt to imagine, that our 
bleſſed Saviour has abſolutely forbid, that any, 


beſides ſuch e ſhould partake « our 
Bounty. 5 

"However, as it is the Senſe of a Precept 
. is to direct us, we muſt therefore exa- 
mine, what may be the true Import and mw 


ſign of our Lord's Commands, 


e When thou makeſt a Dinner or 4 Saß. 


ee per, ſays our holy Lord, call not thy 


&« Friend: nor thy Brethren, neither thy 


& Kinſmen, nor thy rich Neighbours ; left they 


* iſo bid thee again, aud a  Recompence p 
made 


771 


' made thee. But hen thou 5895 a Feaſt, 
ec call the Poor, the Maimed, the Lame, 
« the Blind: And: thou ſhalt be bleſſed; for 
« they cannot recompence thee ; for thou ſhalt 
« he recompenced a at the en of the 
« Fu 
L 4 15 now, in ent to b the | 
meaning of theſe directions, we muft ob- 
ſerve, . that Words in the facred-Writings, 
tho' ſeemingly put abſolutely, and without 
any Exception whatever, muſt yet ſome- 
times be underſtood in a qualified Senſe, and 
only by way of Compariſon. 

Thus, where the Almighty declares; 
that he de fs red Mercy, and not Sacrificef, 
the meaning is not, that God Almighty: 
bad never ordered Sacriſices; but only that 
he preferred Mercy before thoſe Offerings. 
He had rather Mankind ſhould ſhew Mercy. 
to each other, where Mercy was proper to be 
ſhewn, than that os ſhould offer 8 1 8 
to himſelf. 1 | 

In like manner, our - Bleſſed Saviour en- 
| Joins us, — Nor to labgur for the Meat that 
perifheth, That is, to labour With leis 


Sr. Lok xiv. 12—14. 457 
HoskA vi. 6. _ | 
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to eternal Lies. 


And only to mention one Place a 


: where our holy Lord: thus e him- 
ſelf. | 


| bis Father and Mother, and Wife, and 


Children, and Brethren, and Siſters, yea 


and his own Life aifa, be Cannot be my oy 
. 
By all 11 the bleſſed Yeſus does not 


- * Intend to fay, that, in order to be his Di/- 
ciple, a Man ſhould actually hate thoſe, 

Whom, by all the Ties of N ature and Reli- . 
gion, he was bound to love: But the mean- 


ning evidently is, that we are to prefer the 


Goſpel of Chri/}, to all worldly Conſide- 
| rations whatever. That we ſhould think no 


Relation ſo dear to us, as the Son of God, 
and his divine Precepts. And that we ſhould 
rather renounce any, or all of theſe temporal 


Enjoyments, than our F aith in him and 


our eternal Salvation. 


And thus, when our holy Lord forbids 


the inviting af "ee N eighbours, Priends, 


© gr. Joun vi. 27. 
2 225 8 am xiv. 26. 
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Brethren, 


7 FREE for this, than tres what kobe _ 


if any Man come to ne, and hits's not 
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Brethren, or Eines; but . n 
call the Poor, the Mai med, the Lame, and 
the Blind: We are not to take either of 


theſe Commands, in an abſolute and un- 


reſtrained Senſe,, as if Perſons of Fortune and- a 


Subſtance were always to be excluded, and 


the Poor and Indigent perpetually to be invi- 
ted. But our bleſſed Lord's Directions a- 


mount to thus much; as if he had faid, 
ge thou abundantly-more ſolicitous he 
« feeding the Hungry, clothing the naked, 


« and ſupplying; the various Wants of the . 
« Neceſlitous, than about inviting. thoſe to 


cc thy Houſe, who need none of thy Bounty. 
« For theſe can make thee a very ample 


«* Amends; and thus repay the whole they * 
«© have received; "whilſt the others are una- 
« ble to afford any Recom pence; 5 . which 
« howeyer thou ſhalt certainly receive at the = 


Hand of me: ." 


And now, from, 1 theſe Obſervations, we 


may ſafely conclude, that the entertaining 


of the Rich, is not, in itſelf, inconſiſtent 
with the Goſpel of . So that we ſhall . 


proceed i in the 


l. Second Place, to conſider, pe what 


manner our Liberalities muſt be exerci- 
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This muſt appear 2 very 'neceſſry Enquiry, | 


if we only reflect, that our Entertainments 


may be fo conducted, both with regard to 
Rich and Poor, as greatly to py our, own i 


Conſciences, and theirs alſo, 4 


But firſt, if we would in cirteſt, act a- 


greeably to the Laws of Ci, we muſt be 


; : exceedingly careful, "never. o to extend. our | 


Favours to the Great and Wealthy, as to ; 


render ourſelves either for retfh 
Brethren; 4 or unable, or unuiling to help 


mem,” S 
For Whenever w 


e are to profuſe. to the 


former, r ſo Al. upon gaining theit 
Eſteem or Age ions, as to become either in- 


capable of affiſting thoſe, who want Afiiſtance, 
or regardleſs and unmindful of them, we 
then manifeſtly break the Commands of « our 
great Lord and Maſter. 


And therefore one very needlul Caution o 


be obſerved, is, that we never deprive our- 


ſelves of the Ability or Inclination to relieve 


proper Objects, by permitting thoſe to engrak 
our Liberalities, who ſtand in no want or 
nee of them. F ay by this means, our 

_ Hoſpr 
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Art 


ö Hobbit Rich, would inevitably bes Fo 


come very ſinful to ourſelves. 
But on the contrary, we ought to eſteem 


the bountiful Relief of one ſuffering and de- 


ſerving Object, to be of far more value in che 


ſight of God; and conſequently of far more 


Importance to ourſelves, than all the moſt 


ſumptuous and magnificent Banquets, | beſtow- | 


ed on the Rich and Great. 
For whatever Men of Worldly Minds may 


think, the greateſt Elegance and Generoſity 


upon ſuch Occaſions, if compared with . 
ting, the Fatherleſs and Widows in their 
Afliction, are but mere pompous Trifling 
and Vanity. 

But a Secondly, let ſuch Things | hot 


only be as lf but even ſometimes as 1e. 


eefary, as they can be ſuppoſed; yet there is 


another Caution, of great Moment, to be 
obſerved; which' is, that we ſuffer not our, 
Tables, whilit they feaſt the Bodies of Men, # 


td prove Snates to their Souls. 
And this indeed will be equally our Duty 


to guard againſt, whether our Entertainments 
ate for Perſons in a high or low Lite, and Jet, 
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the | Reaſvit or Cute of them, * 


ill. 
2 "The. moſt deut to vertue. are generally 
thoſe, which are too well Known, to need 
deſcribing. Nor truly is it eaſy to deſcribe 
them, in the manner they deſerve. How. 
ever, as they are ſufficiently known to too 
many, by a fatal Experience: , So muſt they 
always give a very ſenſible Concern to every 
ferious and thinking Chriſtian, . 
And though theſe deſtructive Feſtivals & 


not often happen; yet notwithſtanding this, 


they. evidently make their returns but too 
frequently. Since they not only prove to be 

a Scene from whence all ward is baniſhed 
but it JO” 


f 


become highly — before God, Where 
ö there was ſufficient Reaſon to be aſſured, the 
would certainly end in ſuck Amory, an 
Wickednes. z 
= - And therefore, in all ſuch Caſes, it mul 
„ appear a very childiſh Apology for ourſelves, 
= that if Men will abuſe great Plenty and Ab. 
*  undance, the Fault is entirely their own. ol 
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| For 
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"Cat 
* 1 this be always an ;nfallible 
Truth, when appl yed to vindicate the divine 
Providence of God, which can never be.an- 
ſwerable for the Sins or Follies of Men; y a ä 
is it entirely abſurd to ee that we a 
thus to be acquittet. Is ee | 
God Almighty may u int Udet y, aud that _ 
conſiſtent with his own infinite Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs, beſtow that large Abundance; 
which he knows will be daily abuſed. He 
may ſurely fuffer Evil; and is "le to make 
it 4 to his c own Honour and the good 
of his Creatures, But weak, frail Men 1 
obliged to different Rules of Behaviour 
They ate not to fuffer, much leſs promote, 
the Wickedneſs, they could! prevent: Nor o 
tk dangerous Temptations befall others, 
which they 991 effectually have hin" 
dredr. Ta af | 
Such Duties,” obe would "RY cn 
were too plain and obvious to need much i in- 
filing on. But the Misfortune is, where 
Mankind ſhould fee cy they are TR 
binder u than uſual. | 
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them; I ſuppoſe, will be eaſily admittec d, 
ſglyes, for having beep the deliberate ANF ; 


1 18 „ we cannot 1 


Ae Doubt, but that ſuch a ORE 


Action or Behavior dur will injure the Souls of 
Mankind, we yet are not able to diſcern our 


own "Share of Guilt, becauſe this fatal Mit 
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That it cannot make any Colopentution 10 


then, what ought we to judge of our. 


of ſo much Evil? 
Undoubtedly, a direct and . Inten- 


> Jon, that Men ſhould break the Precepts of 


Chrif, is yet more exceedingly ſinful. But 
3 it is no ſmall Degree of Guilt we con- 
tract, when Matters are ſo diſpoſed, that we 


© may be abundantly convinced, they will Cer- | 


taiply end in a Violation of his divine Gol] pel. 


Jo that let the Perſons themſelves be as guilty; as 


they can be, in running into this exceſs of Ri. 
ot"; yet if we lay theſe powerful Tem tations 


before them, the certain Effects of which we 


might 9 have foreſeen, we become 
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